
Santa Cruz Woodworkers Reading List, May, 2020 
 

SCW Member Book Title Author Published Comment 
     
Morgan Taylor The Lost Carving:  A Journey into the 

Heart of Making 
David Esterly 2012 Legacy book 

John Wells Understanding Wood R. Bruce 
Hoadley 

1980, 
Rev 2000 

John’s favorite, classic & everlasting 
WS:  Devote weeks to read this a few pages at a 
time—fundamental for woodworkers 

“ Fluid Forms Liam Flynn 2019 John’s Birthday request—Irish artist, revered 
colleague of Glenn Lucas 
 

“ Turning Wood With Richard Raffan Richard Raffan 2nd & 3rd ed Modern well illustrated, gifted teacher.  Really 
anything else by RR, too 
 

Sue Broadston A Splintered History of Wood Spike Carlsen 2008 Human history and wood intertwined 
 

Hugo Marchevsky Wood Identification and Use Terry Porter 2014 
(2nd ed) 

WS agrees!  Classic UK refinement, illustrated 
amply w high quality photos & diagrams.  Euro-
centric but inclusive of some California varieties.  
Superb, succinct wood science explanations. 
 

Wells Shoemaker The Craftsman Woodturner Peter Child 1975 English pioneer turner & teacher.  Techniques & 
tools have advanced since, but classic conviction  
 

“ Reverence for Wood Eric Sloane 1965 Colonial woodworking and modern wood 
science 
 

“ The Man Who Made Things out of 
Trees 

Robert Penn 2015 Homage to the Ash Tree and the panorama of 
historical uses 
 

“ Foolproof Wood Finishing Teri Masaschi 2014 Succinct, beautifully illustrated, contemporarily  
available products  

 


