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June 4, 2021 
 
 

The Future Lies Ahead 
 

A headstock, that is.  Heads or tails, turners have stock in both...and we’re not afraid to 
use it!   
 
We’re approaching the Summer Solstice, which is an astronomical turning point for a 
revolving system.  We find ourselves on the cusp of a turning point for our club, too...a 
return to some old ways kept in the dark for too long, with light falling on new options for 
our (slightly smaller) revolving systems. 
 
Your SCW board met last night, and we’re happily planning the newly opening phases 
of the second half of 2021.  Many things are coming into focus, and some others remain 
fuzzy.  We’ll be sharing some details below, and others will be coming along as we 
move through the grits. 
 
First, though, reminders for Saturday, June 19...the cusp of the Summer Solstice. 
 
Our monthly meeting will again be held by Zoom, and John Wells will deliver our demo, 
narrating an illustrated, step by step sequence in the creation of turned handles for 
three different types of tools.  There’s practically nothing more satisfying than using a 
tool you made yourself, to create, in turn, something fabulous.  John will show you how! 
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Our President’s Challenge for June is “Out of the Ashes.”  Show us something you 
made after the 2020 firestorm...and, OK, it can be fires of the distant past if you wish! 
 
 
 
 
Here’s an example of something that 
came out of the fire, but hasn’t quite 
reached its destiny. 
 
 
Charred tan oak burl in the back of 
Roy’s truck.   
 
 
The Vicmark awaits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our July, 2021, meeting is going to be special!  We’ll be meeting in Sue Broadston’s 
shop and orchard...where we did our chainsaw derby exposition last September with the 
COVID precautions in place (before they got worse).  It will be more relaxed this time. 
 

   
   Dan Aldridge and Sue Broadston 9 months ago in the orchard 
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Your Board decided that we’ll not do one of our customary on-the-lathe demos for this 
special “restoration” day.  We’re going to stay engaged the whole time.  Here’s how! 
 
We haven’t done a righteous Show and Tell since February, 2020.  Photos are great, 
but there’s nothing quite like feeling the heft and texture of a bowl, inspecting the 
bottom, evaluating the finish, and listening to the comments of friends who want us all to 
get better.  We encourage you to bring more than one object!  We’ll spend enough time 
so we can all benefit from the dialogue.  Remember, while we naturally want to show 
our best work, it’s perfectly OK to bring something that’s causing you troubles!  If the 
answer can’t be found in this group, it probably doesn’t exist. 
 
Is this your first bowl?  Bring it!  We all remember our first one.... 
Did you carve a detail?  Let’s have a look!  Are you going to do another one? 
Did you goof and invent a work around?  Do tell! 
Did you goof, and really crave a work around?  Somebody here will have one. 
Did you experiment with some epoxy?  That should be interesting! 
 
 
We’ll also have a President’s Challenge...Turn a segmented object!  You have time 
to test drive those tips from Jim Rodgers’ demo a few weeks ago. 
 

 
Raf Strudley’s laminated bowl with an Inlace band 
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We’ll also have a less rushed, more detailed business meeting in July.  Your board 
wants input on a lot of things, and this time it’s going to be in person, not just an e-mail.  
For example: 
 
1. If we get back to the Mission Hill School Shop for our meetings (hopeful, not certain), 

do we want to go back to our standard theme demos, or do you want to mix in some 
remote pro demos, too?   It seems we could do some of both.  

 
2. We don’t have the capacity now (financial & technical) to live stream our demos, but 

there is certainly an appeal for members with mobility challenges to participate from 
home.  We’ve been mulling this for several years.  Your thoughts?   

 
3. Are there subjects—skills, techniques, artistic viewpoints—you want to hear more 

about?  This is a good time to plan for the next 6, maybe 12 months! 
 
4. Are there services and assistance you would like the club to arrange or deliver?   
 
5. Our club elections come up in the Fall—Nominations in October, Election in 

November.  No secret here—we’re a non-profit organization in challenging times, 
and we need good leadership.  Time to start thinking about that! 

 
6. We are a nonprofit, and we have a mission of community education.   In Santa Cruz 

County, that means shared initiatives.  Plus, we need public exposure to find new 
members and fresh ideas.  We’re going to encourage you to donate some turnings, 
and we’ll describe some successes there. 

 

 
And we’ll have lunch!  Not everybody will stay, but if you would like some relaxed time 
with folks you haven’t seen for a year, bring a bag lunch.  We’ll set up in the orchard in 
the shade of the redwoods.  If you want to cook a veggie burger or a hot dog, we’ll fire 
up a BBQ grill for you to use.  We’ll have bottled water, beer, and wine, too. 
 
There’s a side note.  We love the American Association of Woodturners—the AAW.  
AAW took decisive leadership in helping its 350 member clubs adapt to the COVID 
restrictions.  Out of that, the availability of fantastic live demos using Zoom has really 
taken off, and we really benefitted from that!  Our insurance, communications portal, 
and oodles of administrative assistance flow readily. 
 
The AAW annual symposium starts its second consecutive, virtual session the same 
morning as our July 17 meeting.  It continues through Saturday, and concludes on 
Sunday, July 18.  What’s nice is that folks who sign up for the symposium but can’t be 
present for all the live sessions will have access to replays.  You don’t have to miss 
anything. 
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Sue Broadston’s Bay Laurel “fire bowl”...from a tree cut down urgently as the fires 
approached last August.  It didn’t come down gracefully.  You can see the stump 
outside our meeting site in July.  
 
 
 
 
OK, that’s enough about the future!   
 
Enjoy the present, too! 
 
 
Wells Shoemaker 
President SCW 2020-2021 
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