
Turning in the Age of Corona

Episode 20 for 2020

Santa Cruz Woodturners

December Creativity

For a lot of turners, the short days of winter are a mixed blessing.  We can’t realistically 
go outside in the pouring rain to patch leaning fences, repair redwood decks, dig up 
gophered shrubs, toss the compost pile, change the oil in the truck, top up the raised 
beds, and blow off the roof.  Golly darn.  There’s not much football this year to fritter 
away a whole afternoon without producing anything, and there’s not much interest in 
batting around town shopping in the middle of a viral pandemic.  But the shop is warm 
and inviting...and the power is mostly on.  This is prime time for turning.

You’ll see in this “issue!”

Dwain Christensen is becoming the club’s master of trying new things without 
intimidation...as well as our Secretary Elect.  Here’s one of his latest explorations:

Quilted maple bowl with some spalting, 
and a segmented Purple Heart rim.

More from Dwain on pages 2 & 9.
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Natural edge bowl Dwain made from an ash tree that came down
in his sister’s yard in Massachusetts.

Love ash, possibly the most versatile of all wood species, at least for Europeans? 
 
Read The Man Who Made Things Out of Trees, 
Robert Penn, 2016
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Tom Eovaldi will soon be returning to his winter sanctuary on the coast and kicking up 
bushels of shavings, but meanwhile he’s been busy back in Illinois.

    
I guessed this was locust, but I’m dying to find out how Tom kept this perfect, golden, 
crosscut natural edge creation from cracking.  (We’ll share that down the line!)

 A prize goes to anybody who can identify the species of Tom’s live edge burl (right).

I’m also dying to know what happens to this textured creature when you give him...or 
her...or it...a twist in the middle.
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If Santa Cruz Woodturners were to create an award for Wood Hog of the Year, it would 
be Dan Aldridge, hands down.  Truck, chainsaws, chaps, front end loader, deep throat 
band saw, bulging shed, big old Oneway workhorse lathe, all day to cut blanks...pretty 
much every day...this is what you get.

  

Walnut, sure, but ash, birch, Monterey Cypress, redwood, oak, box elder...insatiable!
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We can’t let this opportunity pass without reminding us what Roy Holmberg can do 
combining turning and blacksmithing.  There were around 160 separate steps required 
to make this steel banded, hard rock maple bowl as we saw in his demo December 12.
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We’ve been spoiled in so many ways by John Wells—our most prolific demonstrator, 
constant teacher, mentor to bright young kids in junior high, mentor to folks who have 
reached their eighth and ninth decades, master of dry humor, successful professional, 
but perhaps most of all...the model of someone who continuously stretches his 
horizons.  

This spalted tan oak bowl is not just a closed form bowl with technically magnificent 
hollowing and an intriguing bottom.  If you look carefully, you’re staring right down the 
pipe of the center pith, with concentric growth rings spreading out like ripples in a pool.  
That’s way beyond tricky.  By all rights there should be radial cracks emanating from 
that point.  Maybe the weakening of the tension within grain structure by fungal spalting 
had something to do with that.  Maybe he did something magical...but he knew it was 
going to be really hard and really time intensive...with a substantial risk of losing the 
whole gig.   He did it.

All of us know our comfort zones...and beyond that a narrow, nervous, fringe 
territory ...and beyond that the barriers separating us from those out-of-reach pastures 
where we see the work from turners like John, Larry, Raf, and the masters who do 
remote demos.  We can all do the same things we did last year, maybe a little better, 
maybe a little faster, maybe with fewer errors.  But that’s honestly either a plateau or a 
rut, depending upon your sense of metaphorical geography.  In 2021, let’s keep pushing
those fences further out...embrace the failures and disappointments as learning 
experiences...and then do it again right, and share the experience with the rest of us.     
–WS 
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Photo by Dwain Christensen

Happy New Year, John.  So glad your house made it through the fires.
Karma smiled back on you this year.
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Like most of us, I also have a hard time throwing away even little pieces of interesting 
wood...especially scraps of exotic hardwoods that won’t likely come around again, little 
corners of figured wood, and shorts with a bit of spalting.  Inevitably, they accumulate in 
boxes until the cardboard sags.  In the Fall, I went on a minor binge of turning little bitty 
things instead of my customary 10-15” bowls.  It’s turning into a museum of 40-50 cute 
wee things, celebrating the diversity of trees (22 species on the table here).

 
  
Gotta keep up with Morgan somehow.               (Itsy bitsy birdseye...urn for a canary?)
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Well, That’s the news for today, as Travis T. Hipp memorably intoned 50 years ago.

If you don’t like it, go out and make some of your own, and share with us!

And don’t forget the President’s Challenge for January:  Turn a multimedia creation—
you decide what that means.  Here’s one take...

Thanks for forwarding this one, Dwain!

Enjoy the rest of this year, and let’s start 2021 on the right foot!

                     

Wells Shoemaker

President, SCW
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Your lathe is calling
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